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/ntroduction

here has been wide recognition of impor-
tance of summer in literacy development,
é but it is not clear to educators what hap-
pens over the summer to affect literacy development
or how to use the summer break.

Some have the view that all children “backslide”
during summer. The research tells us that some chil-
dren do, in fact, backslide, but others don’t, and there
are good reasons why this difference occurs: Children
with access to books either hold their own or improve.
Children without access to books do indeed backslide.

Summer school programs are typically aimed at
children considered to be “behind” in reading, but
usually attempt to continue the same kind of instruc-
tion done during the school year. Others recognize
the importance and centrality of reading, but restrict
students to certain texts (assigned reading lists) and
provide little time to actually read.

We present here the results of a program that, we
think, is fully consistent with the research on summer
reading, as well as research on reading in general. The
program was devoted to encouraging self-selected, en-
joyable reading. We surrounded sixth graders with
books we thought they would like, gave them time to
browse and time to read, and tried to show that we
cared about them and their reading. We also com-
pared their progress in reading with students who did
a “regular” summer program. The results were very
encouraging.

Xi
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“Summer Reading is a timely look at the power of reading in the development
of student literacy. It delivers a potent message to administrators, classroom
teachers, reading specialists, and librarians to design summer reading pro-
grams based on a balanced view of reading instruction.”

—Sheila Bostrom, Brush Schools, Colorado

Inspired by research on summer reading as well as the results of a very success-
ful summer reading program, Dr. Fay Shin and Dr. Stephen Krashen have built
a research-based plan to guide schools in designing successful summer reading

programs.

Written in a friendly style by two top scholars in literacy, Summer Reading:
Program and Evidence provides a framework rooted in scientific data showing

how summer reading programs can succeed.

By including standardized test scores as well as personal reflections from teach-
ers and students, the authors motivate teachers to help students excel beyond
the traditional classroom, promoting success from one year to the next.

Why Summer Reading Matters

- Helps children become confident and competent readers.
- Encourages students to read books they enjoy and can access.
- Fosters teacher-student relationships and promotes students’ motivation

to engage with reading.

Meet the Authors

Fay Shin is a Professor in the Department of Teacher Education at California
State University, Long Beach. Dr. Shin is a former elementary and middle public
school teacher, and is currently a consultant to school districts, conducting
workshops domestically and abroad. Her most recent work includes developing
Journeys—ELD/ELA in the Content Area: Science (Rosen Classroom).

Stephen Krashen is Emeritus Professor of Education at the University of South-
ern California. He is best known for developing the first comprehensive theory
of second language acquisition, introducing the concept of sheltered subject
matter teaching, and as the co-inventor of the Natural Approach. He has also
contributed to theory and application in the area of bilingual education, and
has done important work in the area of reading. His recent papers can be

found at http://www.sdkrashen.com.
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