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J. McQUILLAN

Table 1

Resulls of Five Studies of the Din Experien
: ‘nce

Study:

Number of subj
* Type of Input Subjects

: Respons ,
FL = Foreign Language A %  Frequency &

SL = Second Language :“‘S"“" i
-5 Scale*
Bedford (19
(1985) 160 (university) “sometimes™ t
0
* all 3 N :
s o very frequently
islening iy L
S 681 2.84
Parr & Krashen e
(1986) |
150 (high sch
o ool) Yes
‘I . FL i
* listening - -
* reading -
216 (universi :
: én | y (university) Yes -- --
listening - i}
* reading - .
de Guerre £ ‘
rero (1987) 55 (university) “someli :
etimes” to
e - “very frequently™
* listening i’ .
* reading : Y
Seville (forthcomi :
ming) 40 (element .
. ary) 4
d‘ : | . Yes
* listening e ’
* reading ' ;
McQuillan & :
Rodrigo (199 ﬁ
(1995) 24 (university) “sometimes” t
0
i : “very frequently”
* listening h e
: _reading i g
54 28D,

*
= Bedford and McQui
uillan and i z
the Din, 5 = very nd Rodrigo used a five point scale, | = never experienced
CNnecc

frequentl E

y/always. —— 5

0-4 scale, ys. The mean score is shown. de Guerrero used
ed a

50 her scores w :
ere adjusted
Krashen : justed to be compar:
and Seville r mparable 10 the i
re . ¢ others. Purr :
ported only percentages, so no mean scor ers. Parr and
oS are given

- 308 -

LT.L 113-114 (1996)

Table 1 shows that the L2 Din is found among all groups, from
young children to adults, and in both foreign (FL) and second lan-
guage (SL) settings. It occurs in both listening and reading, although

he former. This finding should not be surprising,

more prominently int
d much in

since KRASHEN (1993a) states {hat few FL or SL students rea

traditional programs. HUBER (1993), reporting on the Modern

Language Association’s survey of FL curriculum in the United States,
confirms that lower and intermediate FL classes spend very little time
on reading. An important finding of Bedford and de Guerrero was that
the Din occurred more after meaningful, comprehensible reception of

the 1.2 than with traditional, form-focussed instruction (e.g. grammar
that included CI are more

drills). The implication is that activitics
porting the link be-

strongly associated with triggering the Din, sup

tween acquisition and the Din.
K RASHEN has claimed (1983, 1993a) that advanced L2 learners

should not get the Din, because they encounter less and less compre-
hensible input at the i ¥ 1 level. BEDFORD (1985) was unable to
sustain this claim, finding no correlation between the incidence of the
Din and language proficiency, although he doubts that very many of
his learners were truly advanced. D& GUERRERO (1987) similarly
found no significant relationship between proficiency and the Din.
tler advanced students were S0 categorized based upon their place-
o an English communication course. PARR and KRASHEN
(1986), however, comparing beginning and intermediate students with
¢l graduate students and professors, found that 90% of the 28 subjects
surveyed no longer experienced a Din. KRASHEN (1993a) argues that
de Guerrero’s subjects, like Bedford’s, were probably not very ad-
and so should not be considered counter-evidence to the hy-

ment int

vanced,
pothesis.
While this explanation of the data is plausible,
possibilities that are equally consistent with Krashen’s theory. While it
follows that more advanced learners receive less new input to set off
the Din, particularly when listening to the L2, those that continue to
read increasingly more complex texts may be expected to experience

there are other
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